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Notes from your President — Spencer Capier

Hello Colleagues,

The school year is in full swing, and it’s time for
the second newsletter of the year. There’s lots
going on locally and provincially.

The WVTA put on SURTS (School Union
Representative Training) sessions this month for
Staff Reps and Pro D Reps. Both were well
attended. Thanks to all who participated! Big
thanks to Chantalle Wigley (Vice President) and
Adrienne Gruber (Pro D Chair) for organizing.

Our mentoring collaboration with the district has
continued this year. Currently the focus has
been on bringing experienced mentors together
with first year teachers. | hope the program can
expand to more teachers early in their career in
the future.

The first WVTA General Meeting of the school
year was held on September 25th. The meeting
passed the annual budget and agreed to
maintain local fees at .80%. Two by-law motions
were brought (an amendment to a by-law
requires a 2/3rds maijority). The first motion to
delete term limits for WVTA president was
narrowly defeated, and the second motion
calling for a temporary suspension of the term
limit was ruled out of order - by-laws cannot be
suspended, only amended or deleted.

| know for many the flurry of Roberts Rules of
Order was disconcerting, and | apologize for not
clearly communicating issues with the second
motion to the mover and seconder in advance.

A publication of the West Vancouver Teachers’ Association

| am hopeful a new motion or motions can be
brought to the January GM.

Members can submit a motion to a General
Meeting either in advance or from the floor. By-
law motions must be submitted and published a
week before the meeting, and cannot be
amended.

Which brings me to the subject of building
capacity. Each year the WVTA encourages
members to become more involved in their local
union. Alongside positions at each school, there
are opportunities for further training at BCTF and
Canadian Labour Congress events to see if part
or full time secondment in the union office is of
interest.

Each year the WVTA accesses BCTF grants,
sending interested members to training events,
such as Women in Leadership, Grievance and
Arbitration  Training, Bargaining 101, and
others. If this is something you might be
interested in exploring, please reach out to us at
the WVTA office. One of our members started
out this way and became president of the BCTF
(Kit Krieger)!

Provincially, well... negotiations at the
bargaining table have been slow. As Bargaining
Chair Chantalle Wigley reported at our GM last
month, the provincial bargaining team is
increasingly frustrated as the employer’s team is

President — Spencer Capier www.wvta.ca

p 1/4


http://www.wvta.ca/

not engaged. | am not pessimistic about the state
of negotiations, but neither am | optimistic. | hope
things change. During this phase of the bargaining
cycle it’s always a good idea to save a bit of money
for a ‘rainy day.’

Chantalle and | are visiting schools this month, so |
hope to see you in person soon. Enjoy the fall
weather!

In solidarity, Spencer
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WVTA Scholarships of $1000 were awarded to
three school graduates, all children of a WVTA
member. Congratulations to:

Sydney Conbere, daughter of WVTA member
Sarah Conbere (Rockridge). Sydney has begun
her studies in Science at the University of British
Columbia, Vancouver.

Carmen Majawa, daughter of WVTA member
Candice Charlton Majawa (Pauline Johnson).
Carmen has begun her studies in Criminal
Justice and Public Policy at the University of
Guelph.

Avery Plant, daughter of WVTA members
Andrew Plant (WVSS) & former member Andrea
Jenks. Avery has begun her studies at the
Cumming School of Medicine, University of
Calgary

The Scholarship Committee looked for dedicated
service to school and community as well as
academic and extra-curricular achievements. All
of this year’s applicants were outstanding and we
congratulate them and wish them all success as
they pursue their academic and life goals!

WVTA Scholarship Committee

Evaluation Workshop

The District in partnership with the WVTA will
be holding an Evaluation Workshop at the
School Board office, 3:30-4:30, Tuesday,
November 4. Term appointment teachers
are strongly advised to attend this one-hour
workshop that will outline the process of
teacher evaluation in West Vancouver. All
term contract teachers are evaluated and
should become familiar with the processes,
their rights and responsibilities.

Q

WVTA Members’ Social
Thursday, November 20,
3:30 — 5:00 pm, Location TBA

SOCIAL JUSTICE

The British Columbia Teachers’ Federation is a
social justice union that strives to build equity within
our organization and wider society. Therefore, social
justice work is an imperative aspect of our union.

If you are interested in doing this work within our
union, join the WVTA’s Social Justice committee.
For the upcoming year, our top goal is to establish a
strong Social Justice Committee within our Local,
which has representatives from all schools and
meets on a consistent basis. This way, we can
ensure more of our members have access to social
justice curriculum and wider union initiatives that
promote social justice. We hope to continue carrying
out this important social justice work in a more
collective way, and one that brings our members
together.

Please email your Social Justice representative,
Rozhin Emadi, if you are interested in joining.
Email: rozhin.emadi@gmail.com
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Professional Development e Inquiry -Based Learning

Opportunities Shauna Nero
PP e Strategies for ELL’s in your classroom

e Core French

_ th
PSA Day — October 24 e Immersion Francaise

Applying for ProD Funding?

* Application forms on the WVTA website, And more at the largest intermediate and middle
www.wvta.ca school conferences in BC! Registration opens
e Please submit your funding applications soon; spaces fill fast.
for the PSA Day prior to, or shortly after At-a- glance brochure Registration Site

October 24" conferences you are
attending — don’t wait until the end of
the school year!

siohal Development
reat forK-12 Educators

Lenay /’

Al in Education Powerful Thinking In Reading ELL, Core French,
Inquiry Non-fiction Writing Immersion Francaise

Friday, in-person and online workshops for Grades 4-9 teachers

Saturday, hands-on learning experiences R E G ' ST R ATI 0 N

B et NOW OPEN

The Provincial Intermediate and Middle Camp Suzuki at Cha7elkwnech:
Years Teachers' Association (myPITA) WALKING WITH THE SQUAMISH

October 24-25, 2025

Proudly presents their 2025 Fall Conference on
Friday, October 24th, featuring over 75 in-person
workshops in Mission and 75 online workshops.
Plus, on Saturday, October 25, choose from three

Are you an educator interested in learning more
about Indigenous education, culture, and ways of
knowing? If you are, this professional
development retreat is for you! Coinciding with

in-person experiential morning workshops. the province-wide Pro-D day, a Professional
development retreat for educators of all
Featuring: backgrounds and grade levels (K through to post-
Adrienne Gear Secondary).
e Powerful Thinking in Reading
o Non-Fiction Writing MORE INFORMATION REGISTER NOW

Questions? info@fircom.ca

Lena Palermo
e Al for Educators and Creativity
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HILTON VANCOUVER METROTOWN
6083 MCKAY AVE. BURNABY, BC 9

THE BCPTA
FALL CONFERENCE

Keynote: Lauren 3 . |
MaclLean 74 ¢ \ |
Teacher, Author, and y A A

Outdoor Learning

Enthusiast! o | British Columbia Association
SEE HER WEBSITE AT WWW.TEACHOUTDOORS. CA : s O‘F MathematK___S TeacherS

OUTDOOR EDUCATION, LEARNING IN THE PRIMARY YEARS,

-CAROLE FULLERTON
4Alll FELLING

S The BCAMT Fall Conference will take place at
SAVE THE DATE! New Westminster Secondary School on Friday,
Oct.24™. Visit https://bcamt.ca/fall2025/ for more
Primary Teachers Association (BCPTA) information.

Fall Conference 2025 will be held back in the
lower mainland this year!

The BCPTA Conference will again be held back in :
the lower mainland this year! It will be held at the TURN BACK
Burnaby Hilton Metrotown on Friday, October 24, THECLUCK
Space will be limited, so go to the registration link and
sign up as soon as possible so that you get a spot!

Don’t Forget...

Turn your clocks back one hour on
Bonjour a tous les profs qui enseignent le frangais a Sunday, Nov. 2 (2:00 am)
West Van! J'aimerais bien savoir qui vous étes et
vous rencontrer. Svp m’envoyer un courriel pour
vous présenter et me dire quel(s) niveaux vous
enseignez. Je voudrais vous parler de vos besoins
comme profs de langues et que vous vous sentiez
soutenu.

Sylvie Sturgess
Ssturgess@wvschools.ca
Votre représentante FFWL du syndicat WVTA
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